Barriers and facilitators to the introduction of digital pathology for diagnostic work.
Cellular pathologists are doctors who diagnose disease by using a microscope to examine glass slides containing thin sections of human tissue. These slides can be digitised and viewed on a computer, promising benefits in both efficiency and safety. Despite this, uptake of digital pathology for diagnostic work has been slow, with use largely restricted to second opinions, education, and external quality assessment schemes. To understand the barriers and facilitators to the introduction of digital pathology, we have undertaken an interview study with nine consultant pathologists. Interviewees were able to identify a range of potential benefits of digital pathology, with a particular emphasis on easier access to slides. Amongst the barriers to use, a key concern was lack of familiarity, not only in terms of becoming familiar with the technology but learning how to adjust their diagnostic skills to this new medium. The findings emphasise the need to ensure adequate training and support and the potential benefit of allowing parallel use of glass slides and digital while pathologists are on the learning curve.